CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
A “Reconciling in Christ” and Stephen Ministry Congregation

CHRISTMAS EVE
December 24, 2020

7:30 PM

We are a faith-rooted community with no walls: always learning, always serving!
We are a “Reconciling in Christ” congregation. The Good News of God’s grace is
for all, regardless of age, abilities, physical and mental health, race, sexual orientation,
gender identity, education, income or strength of faith. There is nothing we do, have
done or will do, that can separate us from God. God makes no exceptions, nor do we.
Come join us in praise, prayer and the work of our Lord!
If you would like to know more about our congregation please contact the church
office at clcoffice@verizon.net or see our website at www.christlutherandc.org. If
you would like to receive our weekly email blast about ongoing activities of Christ
Lutheran Church, send us an email and we’ll be happy to include you.
When we gather together—even virtually—Jesus is present. We will be celebrating
Holy Communion. If you would like to participate in your home, please have
bread/crackers or wine/juice ready. We also invite you to have a candle ready to light
during the Ritual of Light.

+

PRELUDE +

Carols for Cello and Organ
Christine Lightner, Cello

Joy-Leilani Garbutt, Organ

(Bold print indicates responses spoken by all)
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+ WE GATHER IN PRAYER AND PRAISE +
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Trusting in Jesus Christ, who came to share our humanity and bring hope to this
broken world, let us come before God without fear to make our confession.
Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God's mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of peace, we confess that we are not at peace — with others or with
ourselves. We bring to you all that tears us apart: discord in our families,
violence in our world, our own conflicted hearts. In your mercy, mend us.
Reconnect us to one another and to you. Let peace reign over all the earth,
through the Prince of peace, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
In the Word who has come to dwell with us, God has given us grace upon grace:
forgiveness that is stronger than our sins, love that can heal every broken heart. Hear
this word of God's pardon and peace: in the name of + Jesus our Savior, you are free
from all your sins. Rise, shine, for your light has come. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION

read by Derek Keskar

2

GATHERING HYMN OF PRAISE

#289, ELW

“Angels We Have Heard on High”

GLORIA
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Text: French carol; tr. H.F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864. Music: French carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes, 1887-1958.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Creator God, by your greatness you became small, by your power you became
powerless, by your limitlessness you became limited. Through the birth of your
son, Jesus, we can live in the light that shines on a world transformed by the
limitless power of your love. Amen.
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+ WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD +
FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 9: 2-7

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined.
3You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
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After the Lesson:

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

Luke 2: 1-20

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
1In

those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While
they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be
afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying,
14"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and
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Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in
her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.


THE YOUNG PEOPLE'S MESSAGE
SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY

(verses 1, 3 and 4)
“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876. Music: Richard S. Willis, 1819 - 1900
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#282, ELW
CAROL

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
After each petition:
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

prepared by Kendall Bentz
or
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Let us bless the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

+ CHRIST INVITES US TO SHARE IN THE MEAL OF LIFE +
OFFERTORY ANTHEM
OFFERTORY CANTICLE

“A Christmas Blessing”

Philip W.J. Stopford

(verses 1 and 3)

#296, ELW

“What Child Is This?”

GREENSLEEVES

Text: William C. Dix, 1837 – 1898. Music: English ballad, 16th cent.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
God with us: You came as a baby to a manger. You slept on straw and greeted
shepherds. You come again in bread and wine. Remind us how good you are at
blessing ordinary things. And then, through these gifts, help us to bless the lives
of others in the strength of your holy name. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
…Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will
come again.
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace
and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with
hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word
take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace
on earth. Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the
Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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FRACTION HYMN

“Lamb of God”

DISTRIBUTION
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

(verses 1 and 3)

“Away in a Manger”

#278, ELW
CRADLE SONG

Text: North American, 19th cent. Music: William J. Kirkpatrick, 1838 – 1921; arr. David Willcocks, b. 1919. Arr © Oxford
University Press. Reprinted under OneLicense #A-701279.
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BLESSING
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
God of wonder, in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near. As you have
come among us now, send us out in joy, hastening to share the good news of
your love. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit dwelling among
us now and forever. Amen.

THE RITUAL OF LIGHT
We invite you to light a candle in your home as we sing “Silent Night” to celebrate the
light of Jesus come into the world.
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HYMN

#281, ELW
“Silent Night”

STILLE NACHT

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792 – 1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820 – 1885. Music: Franz Gruber, 1787-1863.
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SILENT MEDITATION
With your candle still lit, please take this opportunity to enjoy the gift of silence for silent
prayer and reflection.

BENEDICTION
May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life.
Amen.
May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength.
Amen.
May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world.
Amen.
And the blessing of Almighty God, Creator, + Christ, and Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you always. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

#267, ELW

“Joy to the World”

ANTIOCH

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674 – 1748. Music: English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792 – 1872.
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DISMISSAL
Glory to God in the highest! Peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“Carillon on ANTIOCH”

Mary Beth Bennett
+

+

+
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